Sylvia Park

TED 400

19 April 2010

Teaching is Like Karaoke

Teaching to me is much like karaoke, one of my favorite hobbies. In order to find the songs that help you sound your best, you must try singing a variety of different songs. This way, you can find the song that has your pitch, lyrics that you can remember, a melody that you like, etc. Although it may seem easier to find the right song by sticking to the genre or types of songs that you usually like, you could be missing out on a number of songs that you might actually enjoy and sound pretty good singing. Similarly, I think it is important not to become too comfortable with a tried and true method in teaching. Although it is important to find a teaching style and methods that work for you, being a timeless and impactful teacher requires you to be constantly flexible and willing to try what you might not feel initially inclined to try or feel necessarily comfortable with. 

            Also, when singing karaoke, I have experienced that not every audience is the same; there are some that are easier to entertain and positive energy flows throughout the people present. Then there are those audiences that are tough to please and are challenging to read and figure out. Even with those great audiences, there can be that one tough individual that for whatever reason, does not want to join in on the fun. Then with those tough audiences, there are also individuals who get what you are trying to do up there on stage and appreciate it. It is easy to draw the parallel between the audience and students in the classroom. Though we as teachers idealize our classroom to be like that great audience, the reality is that we will have alternating audiences; some years, we might have that positive energy in our classrooms, while other years, the dynamic of the classroom might present some challenges. Thus, it is important to get to know our audience, or classroom, not only as a whole but as individuals and as students, because much like an audience, there are individuals that will require a different approach than the rest of the class. Thus, much as my role as a karaoke singer, as a teacher it is important to adjust accordingly, your teaching style and methods, as well as your approach to each individual and classroom.
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